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Town Center steering group still debating building heights

By Likhi Cruwe
Nanaree Press

ite bang disnussions on fire zafe-
ty. the character of Mavame, miitary mis-
siore and infrestruchars, the Maame Toan
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a proposal far buildin irthee most
h:.wlf_n.rhmlledpuﬂ%fthecmmunit}:
Marth of Laredo on State Boad 57 ko
inchide 399 nathing changesin height
resricions. O &7 south of Lareda, and
the north sdeaf UL 5, Highwary 98 in the
Heartaf Mavame, a buikling height of 75
Feset vl be= the mizdmum. with some ke
weary granted on sethadis to make drai
and parking less visible. Cin the sou
sideaf U5 Highway 98, buildingswould
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bezallowed ba be up to L0 feet high, but
rrist bz 50 feet back from the road. In the
Heart of Mavarre, building heights will
b= d 0 oy &80 fe et b be pedestrian- friend -
ly. The dersity of 10units per acewill
remain.

Height is still a point of controversy in
the Mavame Tren Center Flan, bu Eacey
Wagg. a planner with the Countywho

has worksd edtensively on the project,
sy, "Its going very well A project this
size o the point, with only one Emu=in
conbention is unheard of. Everyone has
worked really hard, and the dedization
of this group ithe Steering Committes)
is escceprional.

“This commmunity & on theroad ta gold
if you falkaw this plan, " Wags tokd the
groupafl abaut 15 dtizens whocame ot
cnzlection night to hear the Skeering
Cornmitber's discussion. " Tlon tthroe the

out with the bath waber cver height.™
mmithes member Paul Cannon

hed hard fora thional standard.
an the widtﬁ?;t mad. Howrey-

e, this seemed bo be a bitboo mruch micro-
maragement bo mary on the commik tes,
and they went with aspecific height.

Mawarre Beach Area Chamber of Comi-
merce Execubive Director Kathy M

5 sted from the audience that the
height be allrwed to inresss as the prop.
=rty goes away from the bown cenber,
keetlngthe 5L fook ik af the towm o=n-
ter. but thatweas nat enacted either.

Oither recommendations to come out
af the mesting were:

Felxing setbacks on US Highrany 98
ard State Road 57 the developer locates
parkingand stonm water i the rear, akeays
meeting storm water runoff codes first.

{Creabe incentives for devel opersto com-
tirrue the boarchsalk bath east and west
af Mavame Park, leaving acoess apen ta
the public.
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(ommission

fo consider
Navarre Town

Center Plan

by Ken Garner
Namame Press

Seven months and a burriane
.:E-:-_.E».:nlu Foasa County Com-
mi=ioner Gordon Goodin and
staff from the Counby's Com-
munity Flanming, Zoming and
Cevelopment Division cutlined
hovwr valuntesrs could recreate
Mavarre™by
Mavarre far
Masarme.™

ALY am.

nesxt Thurs-

dag et 26,
ak thie

Adminisma-

twe [
in F-.'II.i:Emr‘.:'lme
Board  of
County
Commissicmers will decide
whether bo approve and imple-
ment the Mararme Town Cenber
Plan which will prorade aframe-
work for developrment, pedess]-
t—and recowery from Hur-
ricane harn
“This s the opportunityof a
li etine, " Ge=sdin =aid T 4
addingthat builders and dese=l-
opers already are asking about
the Flan's requirements. The
prrcecess certainhyworks”
Flanning Directer Becky
Faulkenbermy and Traffic Engj-
neer Kacey Wagg guided four
workin —architecture,
infmd'rEriJ'TriFEhndsmpin,g and

bind-use — through sveal wedds

Gorden Goodin
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Navarre
seeks to
improve
downtown

Christina Drain
@PensacolaNewsJournal.com

Fast forward, if you will, to
Navarre in 2025.

Diners sip an after-meal cap-
puccino under streetlights at a
sidewalk café on Prado Street,
while an elderly couple stroll
along Luneta Street, stopping
in a bookstore, then window
shopping at an antique shop.

From the balcony of their
loft apartment above the book-
store, a young mother and two
children take in the sounds of
a jazz band drifting up from
the plaza on Esplanﬁu Street.

Navarre residents hope that
vision will ‘become reality
when Santa Rosa County com-
missioners meet Thursday to
view the Navarre Town Center
Plan.

The plan represents the re-
sult of four months and more
than 800 volunteer hours of
meetings to define a downtown
district and provide a clear
identity for Navarre. The
project, completed by more
than 100 volunteers, is unprec-
edented; none was appointed
to the position.

Commissioner Gordon
Goodin initiated the process
that ultimately defined a town
center and a larger “Heart of
Navarre.”

“Isn’t it something,” he said
of the finished plan. “What
would this thing have cost if
we went out and hired some-
body. I can’t imagine a better

roduct. And the committee

as really taken ownership of
this.”

The proposed Navarre Town
Center 1s roughly where
Col. Guy Wyman envisioned
and platted Navarre in 1925
— from U.S. 98 north to Lar-
edo Street and east of State
Road 87 to west of Granada
Street. The area is zoned as
commercial plats, although
many residential variances
have been granted throughout
the years. Run-down mobile
homes and empty, overgrown
lots are visible in much of the
blighted area.

e proposed plan calls
for specified building
styles and colors, more
stringent sign regulations,

See COMMITTEE, Page 4
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Navarre Town Center Plan






